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Weekly Meeting Schedule 
Submitted by Jerry Mislang 

Meetings are held at 7:15 am at the Community Center unless otherwise noted. 

Feb. 1 We’ll have a first time visit from the North Middle School Media Creations Class and teacher Mike 
Tamas.  They’ve recently completed two commercials for our Optimist Scholarship Golf Outing and 
will show us their finished products!   
 

Feb. 8 A visit from the teachers and several students from the QUEST Program is always a meeting that 
you don’t want to miss.  The QUEST program receives a Scholarship from our club along with 
several individual scholarships from club members. 
 

Feb. 15 Students of the Month are back to their regularly scheduled third Wednesday of the Month.   
Looking forward to hearing from the great students from MFHS, NMS and St Mary’s. 

Feb. 22 It’s been a while since we’ve heard from the MFHS JOI Club (Junior Optimist).  Well, the wait is 
over!  It’s our chance to meet them and see what they’ve got planned for the rest of the school 
year. 

 

** Do you have ideas for future guest speakers? Contact the speakers committee – Jerry Mislang, Jeanine 

Dederich, Beth Saunders, Larry Barbera. ** 

 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Sunday, March 12 COO Olympics. See article below. Contact Dawn Mariscal at dmariscal@wi.rr.com or by 
phone/text to (262)442-4952 
 

Wednesday, March 15 Oratorical Contest. See article below. Contact Mike at 262-290-8354 
or michaeldrussell1988@gmail.com 
 

Saturday, May 6  
and dates before that 

DYW. See article below. Contact Deb Mattson at menomoneefalls@distinguishedyw.org or 
262-442-5759. 
 

Saturday, May 13 Fishing Derby. See article below. Contact Dustin Koehler at 262-370-9529 or Sue Carney at 
608-509-3117. 

 

 

mailto:dmariscal@wi.rr.com
mailto:michaeldrussell1988@gmail.com
mailto:menomoneefalls@distinguishedyw.org
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President’s Message 
 
 
 
Hello Optimists! 

Did you know that there is an entire day devoted to us and our mission?   

The first Thursday of February is Optimist Day.  A little history: 

 

Formed in 1909 by the Optimist Club of America, the day was supposed to be initially observed 

on April 1. The motive was to encourage optimistic thinking among people of all ages, and to end 

the trend of April Fool’s Day. But April Fool’s Day remained, and Optimist Day began to be 

celebrated by clubs across the country on different dates. 

In 2013, Sylvain Levesque proposed that Optimist Day be celebrated on a specific day. Levesque 

was a member of the National Assembly and was also a part of the Optimist Club of Loretteville. 

Luckily, his idea was accepted and a resolution was passed the same year at the Optimist 

International Convention to celebrate Optimist Day on the first Thursday of February. According 

to Levesque, the first Thursday was chosen because work starts at the National Assembly during 

the first week of February. From thereon, efforts to recognize the achievements of volunteers and 

youths in the community have been promoted and encouraged. Those with leadership potential 

were also given several opportunities to shine brightly and further make this world a better 

place. 

Here are some ways that you can celebrate: 

1. Encourage someone to pursue their dreams 

Since the day is all about developing leaders and encouraging people to think big, show 

support to someone you know who might need some advice. Remind them of their 

potential. 

2. Volunteer at an optimist organization 

To make an impact on the lives of many, volunteer at an optimist organization. Become 

part of the mission to “encourage positive thinking among people of all ages.” 
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3. Make a donation 

Donate some money to an Optimist Organization so they can continue on their goal of 

creating leaders. Your generous donations could go a long way to helping someone 

pursue their dream. 

Thank you all for all you do in making lives of the youth of Menomonee Falls better, and showing your 

Optimism every day! 

 
President Shannon  
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New Members 
 
 

Please welcome new members Jim and Linda Weitzer 
sponsored by Larry Hebbring. 

Photo is Nikki Visoky at her induction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Calendar 
 

Tuesday, February 7 Committee Chair meeting. 6:30 the American Legion Hall  
 

Tuesday, February 14 OA5 meeting a Knights of Columbus at 5:45 pm 
 

Sunday, March 12 COO Olympics. See article below. 
 

Wednesday, March 15 Oratorical Contest. See article below. 
 

Saturday, May 6 DYW Program. See article below.  
 

Saturday, May 13 Fishing Derby. See article below. 
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COO Olympics 
Submitted by Dawn Mariscal 

A super fun Sunday Funday is on the horizon.  Come join us for the Coo Olympics 

on Sunday, March 12th.    Players will travel around to participating locations and 

play a variety of easy but fun games.  Are you up for a good time?  If you aren’t a 

gamer but would like to help keep score or time, contact Dawn Mariscal to 

volunteer at dmariscal@wi.rr.com or by phone/text to (262)442-4952.  A good 

time will be had by all whether you play or help.  

 
 
 
 

Optimist Essay Contest 
Submitted by Annie Jurczyk and Michael Russell 

This has been a difficult year - It seems students are so busy with their lives returning to a post-covid normalcy that they 

are not interested in participating in our contest.  Mike and I have sent out many emails to the MFHS, St Mary’s, North, 

Chesterton Academy, Grace Lutheran and Germantown English teachers and librarians asking them to talk up the 

contest to their students. We did speak directly to the Junior Optimist Adviser, and she suggested postponing our Essay 

contest by a week to give students more time after their exams.  

The Essay Contest application deadlines has been extended to Feb. 8. We will keep you posted at our weekly meeting if 

we have applications. 

  

 

Optimist Oratorical Contest 
 Submitted by Annie Jurczyk and Michael Russell 

The date for this year’s contest is Wednesday, March 15 - registration 5:30 and 

the contest starts at 6:00 at the Menomonee Falls Community Center. We can’t 

wait to hear from the students since the speeches were so impressive last year!! 

If you know of a student that would like to participate, please contact Annie at 

414-628-3459 or Annie.j@kw.com.  We do have at least two students 

participating though we are hopeful that more will apply. 

At this point, we still need a few Judges and Timekeepers. Please consider 

volunteering your time by contacting Mike at 262-290-8354 

or michaeldrussell1988@gmail.com 

 If anyone has further suggestions on getting students to participate, please 

feel free to reach out to Annie or Mike. 

  

 

mailto:dmariscal@wi.rr.com
mailto:Annie.j@kw.com
mailto:michaeldrussell1988@gmail.com
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DYW 
 

 

 

 

Submitted by Cathy Sharkey 

 

 

The 59th Annual Distinguished Young Women of Menomonee Falls Scholarship Program will take place Saturday, May 6, 

2023. Deb Mattson has stepped forward to take over as chairperson for the program. I will continue to stay involved to 

help Deb through her first year as chairperson. One change Deb is making is to move the program to Saturday 

afternoon. The idea is that perhaps we could get more volunteers and audience members to attend.  

We currently have 8 girls signed up to participate with hopes of adding more as we begin recruiting. This event requires 

many volunteers in a variety of roles to make it a success. PLEASE consider saying yes to one of the jobs listed below. 

Contact Deb at menomoneefalls@distinguishedyw.org or 262-442-5759. 

Judges Chairperson - Arrange for 5 program judges; conduct interviews; work with state chairperson to run the 

deliberation process 

Little Miss Coordinator - Arrange to contact Little Misses and their parents 

Practice Interview Judge  

Be Your Best Self Essay Coordinator 

Tabulators (2) 

Dressing Room Assistants 

Ticket Sales 

 

Deb and I are both excited to be able to provide this amazing opportunity to the young women of the Falls again this 

year! 

  

mailto:menomoneefalls@distinguishedyw.org
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Kids Fishing Contest  
Submitted by Dustin Koehler 

 
We have exiting news!  Planning has begun for the 2023 Optimist Club of 
Menomonee Falls Kids Fishing Derby.  The derby will take place the morning 
of Saturday, May 13th at the Mill Pond in downtown Menomonee Falls.  The 
contest is free and is open to all boys and girls age three through 16 that 
reside or attend school in the Menomonee Falls area.  All participants will 
receive a t-shirt and door prize. Trophies will be awarded to boys and girls in 
five age divisions for the longest fish and most fish caught during the contest. 
 
Registration for the event will be from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM at the Mill Pond 
Shelter.  During registration, each child will receive a t-shirt, fish recording log, 

and a ticket for a door prize.  The fishing contest will be from 10:00 AM to Noon.  At Noon, participants will want to 
hand-in their fish recording log to one of many volunteers that will be on site.  Trophies will be awarded to contest 
winners shortly after Noon.  Door prizes can be claimed at the registration table anytime between 10:00 AM and Noon.   
 
We anticipate that the Menomonee Falls Neighborhood Watch will be selling food at the pavilion at the Mill Pond & 
Shelter from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM, although we will provide confirmation of this once it is received. 
 
Please bring your own fishing equipment.  Only a limited supply of bait will be provided.  Children under 11 years old 
must be accompanied by an adult.  Those 16 years old and older must have a fishing license.     
 
Over the years, sponsors and supporters of this event include the Menomonee Falls Police Department, the 
Menomonee Falls Neighborhood Watch, the Village of Menomonee Falls, RB Enterprises, Fleet Farm, Krueger’s 
Entertainment Center, Cops and Kids Foundation, Sandy Spring Farm, Kwik Trip, Tru Turn, Menomonee Falls CE & Rec, 
and the Optimist Club of Menomonee Falls. 
 
If there are any questions, or if you would like to volunteer your time the morning of the derby, please contact Dustin 
Koehler at 262-370-9529 or Sue Carney at 608-509-3117. 
 
Thank you, and we look forward to seeing you at the derby! 
 
 
 

Past Events 
 

Crazr Raffle 
Submitted by Larry Hebbring 

 
This year’s 18-week season is over and the club and some of the people that bought tickets faired ok.  We sold 208 
tickets and received $2,496.00 for the Club.  We had 7 people win a total of $1,469.25.  The amazing part was that we 
didn't win often, but we won big.  We had 2 people outright win 1st for $500.00 each and 1 tie for 1st for $325.00.  This 
can be an easy sell fund raiser at $20.00 a ticket, the more we sell the more the club makes.  If you would like to get 
involved next year, we will be trying again to sell tickets just after the Scholarship Golf Outing in May. 
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Laura Cilette Receives Award 
 

 

Club member Laura Ciletti (center) received the 2023 Larry 

Stewart Humanitarian award from the Chamber during its 

annual chamber awards banquet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optimist Meetings 
Photos by Jon Cline 

MFHS Girls Varsity Basketball Team 
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MFHS Robotics Club 
 

 
 

The Robotics team with their robot named Fred. 
 
 

Students of the Month 
 

 
Joanna Graziano and Reagan Hill from North Middle School 

Lucas Otterstorm from St Mary Parish School  

Olivia Schendel and Keara McMahon from the Menomonee Falls High School. 
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Executive Board Meeting Minutes 
Submitted by Mike Russell 

Date: January 17, 2023 
 

Attendees: Shannon Dederich, Michael Russell, John Yusko, Kim Wenzel, Dan Schwind, Fred Blanke, Barb Schmit, Scott 
Dreier, Dustin Koehler, Stacie Estrada, Tom Ciskoski, Todd Paulus, Jerry Mislang 
 
Absent: None 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 7:00am 
 
2. Approval of January meeting agenda, any additions/corrections? 
 
A Motion was made by Barb Schmit and Seconded by Tom Ciskoski to 
accept the January Meeting Agenda. The Motion was approved. 
 
3. Approval of December meeting minutes, any 
additions/corrections? 
 
A Motion was made by John Yusko and Seconded by Kim Wenzel to 
accept the November Board Minutes.  The Motion was approved. 
 
4. Presentation of donation requests (approvals post presentations) 
 

a. Michael Coles – Falls Angels: Coach Michael Coles as well a few parents and players came on behalf of the Falls 
Angels to request a donation of $2,520 to help support the program with the cost of Field Rental ($750), 100 
softballs for tournaments as teams are required to provide their own softballs for tournaments ($750), replace 
sliding mats ($320) and to offset tournament costs ($700),  Coach Coles stated that the Organization does 
$12,500 in fundraising on their own, that the program currently has 81 girls of those 71% are Falls residents. The 
group also participates yearly in the Leaf Raking. The group had received $1,500 from our Club last year.  After a 
brief discussion a Motion was made by Stacie Estrada and Seconded by Kim Wenzel to approve a donation in the 
amount of $2,000 for the Falls Angels an increase of $500 from last year’s donation. The motion was approved. 
 

5. Presentation of budget approvals (approvals post presentations) 
 

a. Dustin Kohler – Fishing Derby: Dustin presented his budget for the 2023 Fishing Derby which will be held on 
Saturday May 13, 2023, they are planning on 200 kids again. This year he is proposing a budget of $1862, he stated 
that they are going to be seeking donations from Kwik Trip and Fleet Farm again this year to try to keep the cost 
down as both provided donations last year with Kwik Trip providing a check for $150 and Fleet Farm providing Gift 
Cards, they are also considering running a 50/50 Raffle this year to try to help raise some additional funds and offset 
cost.  A Motion was made by Kim Wenzel and Seconded by Tom Ciskoski to approve the $1862 requested. The 
motion Passed. 

b. Marcia Hebring – Do the Right Thing; Marcia came to present her budget for the Do the Right Thing program, she is 
looking for $400, this program allows teachers to nominate students who Do the Right Thing by helping others.  
Winning students are given a drawstring backpack and $20 also a Gift Card is given to the Teacher who nominates 
the student.  A Motion was made by Tom Ciskoski and Seconded by Mike Russell.  The Motion Passed. 

c. Marcia Hebring – Coo Carnival: Marcia presented an idea for a fun Club activity that would involve people traveling 
between local Downtown Menomonee Falls businesses playing games and earning points at each location and 
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generally having a fun time together, at the end everyone would meet at the American Legion Hall and prizes would 
be awarded to the people who scored the most points playing games. This was an event that was started by Marcia 
and Larry when they lived in the Milwaukee area that was done to Honor a dearly loved member Bob Marcou who 
had passed away in a motorcycle accident and was a way for others to gather, have fun and honor these members 
memory and contributions to the Club.  This event grew and was very popular and in Honor of the Clubs 50th 
Anniversary she would like to bring it back.  This event would take place on Sunday, March 12, 2023.  After some 
discussion a Motion was made by Kim Wenzel and Seconded by John Yusko to go ahead with this idea.  The Motion 
passed. 

 
7. Approvals of donation requests and budgets (See Agenda item 4 & 5 above for details) 
 
8. New Member Applications:  

Jim & Linda Weitzer:  A Motion was by: Tom Ciskoski and Seconded by: John Yusko to accept Jim & Linda’s 
membership into the Club. The motion passed, Jim & Linda were sponsored by Larry Hebring. 

 
9. Old Business 

a. Bylaws: The Board completed its review of the Club’s Bylaws; we will now put together a draft of the Bylaws 
with the proposed changes and get this out to the Club membership for review prior to putting the changes to a 
vote of General Membership. 

b. Marketing Committee Updates: Marketing Committee is working on getting Website updated. 
c. Committee Chair Meeting: Will be on February 7th 

 
10. New Business 

a. Tri-Star Basketball: Tabled until February Meeting 
b. New Event Requests: None  
c. 2023/2024 Board/Officer Nominations: Board to start bringing forth possible candidates for Board and Officer 

positions 
 
11. Anything else for the good of the club 

a. Adopt a Highway- Tabled until next Board meeting 
b. Prayer Volunteers- Tabled until next Board meeting 

 
12. Next meeting date February 21, 2023 
 
13. Adjournment: A Motion to adjourn the Board Meeting was made by Kim Wenzel and Seconded by Mike Russell. The 

Motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 8:34am 
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February Birthdays 
 

 
2/2 Carl Holzem 
2/4 Corrine Reiter 

2/6 Linda Wagner 

2/6 Jean Lynch 

2/8 Jerry Mislang 

2/10 Emily Lukasek 

2/10 Jason Husslein 

2/12 Jon Cline 

2/13 Kathie Jensen 

2/15 Burton Brody 

2/16 Chris Forston 

2/17 Brad Hoffman 

2/17 Mike Yanke 

2/20 Dan Schwind 

2/20 Linda Weitzer 

2/21 Sue Jeskewitz 

2/23 Steve Fleming 

2/24 Cathy Sharkey 

2/24 Brooke Tabbert 

2/24 Paul Matson 

2/26 Donna Bosch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This Month in Club History 
Feb. 14, 1992: A fashion show featuring clothes from Dan’s Tog Shop and Robin’s Nest highlights 

the Annual Valentine’s Day Luncheon. 

. 

 

Gleaned from the 40 Year History Program - courtesy of Ed Schlumpf 
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How to Publish Optimist News and Events 
 

There are multiple venues for publishing Optimist news and events the community and to the 

Optimist members. It is important to get the word out so everyone is aware of the events we sponsor 

to benefit the youth of the community. Committee chairs are responsible for writing the articles and 

sending them via email to the people listed below:  

NEWSLETTER Barb Schmit no later than the 27th of each month - schmitbarb@gmail.com 

NEWSPAPERS Shannon Dederich three or more weeks prior to your event, as quickly as possible after an event 
- shannon.dederich@gmail.com 

 

FACEBOOK Cathy Sharkey or Dawn Mariscal - csharkey224@yahoo.com, dmariscal@wi.rr.com,  

WEBSITE Beth Saunders -  bethjsaunders@gmail.com 

  

mailto:shannon.dederich@gmail.com
http://csharkey224@yahoo.com/
http://dmariscal@wi.rr.com/
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Falls Patio Players – On Golden Pond 
 

 


