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Weekly Meeting Schedule 
 

Submitted by Jerry Mislang 

Meetings are held at 7:15 am at the Community Center unless otherwise noted. 

Jan 4 The much-improved MFHS Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team and Head Coach Derek Woelffer will be 
our guest speakers.  Even though they have a very young team, they’ve had a great start to their 
season with many more highlights to come in 2023.   
 

Jan. 11 A MFHS club we’ve donated to the past couple of years, the Robotics team will be giving us an 
update on what they’ve been up to.  This group does some incredible things each year and this year 
should be no different! 
 

Jan. 18 A recent inductee to the Menomonee Falls High School Wall of Recognition, 1997 MFHS graduate 
Nicole Goins will he joining us.  Her list of business accomplishments is nothing short of amazing 
and she’s an incredible speaker. A first-time guest for our club! 
 

Jan. 25 Because of mid-year exams, STUDENTS OF THE MONTH was pushed back one week.  Looking 
forward to hearing from the great students from MFHS, NMS and St Mary’s. 

 

** Do you have ideas for future guest speakers? Contact the speakers committee – Jerry Mislang, Jeanine 

Dederich, Beth Saunders, Larry Barbera. ** 

 

 

President’s Message 
 
Happy New Year Fellow Optimists! 
 
I feel truly blessed to walk into the year with all of my Optimism and Optimistic friends!  It is the only way to kick off a 
new beginning!  At the stroke of midnight, I made sure to lift my left leg, as to start 2023 on the right foot - and I want to 
take you all with me!  Especially in this magical year where we get to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Optimist Club 
of Menomonee Falls! 
 
Now to kick it off! 
 
During this first month of the year, we'll use the line from the creed, "To think only the best, to work only for the best, 
and to expect only the best," to guide our thoughts and meetings.   
 
This line is one of my favorites because it directly aligns with my personal mantra, "Always assume positive intent."  It is 
often difficult, especially as years go by, because, let's face it, some people just let us down.  But, as I go through various 
projects, and especially the last three months as president, I put this in to focus, and it has allowed me to take a deep 
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breath, see both sides and assuming everyone I meet is only trying to do the best they can, for what they care about, 
with what they got. 
 
Now, I'm asking the same from you.  In a few weeks the board is going to be reviewing the bylaws, changing a few things 
with approvals and requests, and all and all evaluating the health of the organization including looking at our budget 
with a whole year glance.  It's an exciting time!   
 
Our bylaws have not been reviewed for a few years and it’s time to take a look. That does not mean there will be major 
changes, or an entire turnover of how this club operates.  It simply means, the people you have voted to lead this club 
are going to read through, discuss and make sure the rules that guide us are still relevant, fair and are what is truly best 
to make sure we meet our mission of being friends of youth. 
 
Another change coming is the timing in which we look at approvals of budgets and outside requests.  You will all see 
something from me in a weekly email with some updated guidelines.  The intent of these changes is to make sure the 
board has enough time to read, evaluate and discuss potential expenses and make the best decisions.  These are no way 
meant to exclude anyone from asking for money or resources from the club - these are meant to make sure that this 
club can still operate for the 100th anniversary!  Assuming positive intent from everyone involved makes us see that 
they are doing what they think is best for the club, and I'm excited to see how this helps us balance. 
 
And as we navigate through our 50th year, things may stay the same, things may change, things may not look the way 
they always have or the way you would do them or see them in your mind, but we're all here for one reason, and that is 
to support the Optimist mission.  Let's look forward to a great year, with an optimistic lens and expect the best from 
ourselves and everyone we surround ourselves with! 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
President Shannon  
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Calendar 
 

Tue. Jan. 3 Marketing Committee meeting at the Legion at 6:00. 
 

Tue. Jan. 10 OA5 meeting at Knights of Columbus at 5:45 pm 
 

Sat. Jan. 28 
 

Registration deadline for Trivia Night – see article below 

Sat. Feb. 4 Trivia Night – see article below 
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Trivia Night 

Menomonee Falls Optimist Club - Trivia Night 

FEBRUARY 4, 2023 

St. Agnes School 
12800 Fairmont Ave., Butler, WI 

 

BYO Adult Drinks/Soda/Snacks 

 

Doors Open - 6:00 PM 

Contest – 7:00 Sharp 

Tables of 10 people-$150.00 

Per Person- $15.00 

Form a team and pick a team name 

Be creative, wear costumes and have table decorations 

Remember- This is not designed for “Trivia Buffs”.  It is only for fun!   

For more info, contact Sue Jeskewitz at 251-9595 or 414-659-3037 

Send check by Jan. 28, 2023 to Sue, N80W17429 Robin Circle, Menomonee Falls, 53051 

 

         Team Name     ________________________ 

          Team Captain    ___________________________ 

          Phone number ___________________________   

          Payment             ____________________________                              
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Optimists After Five (OA5) 
Submitted by Shannon Dederich 

The Optimist After Five group, in conjunction with the 
meat raffle committee had a great end to the 
year.  After hosting the Wobble Gobble at the American 
Legion in November, and raising over $3000 for the 
Resource Room in the school district. 
 
The Resource Room is a space, managed by the 
guidance counselors in the district, that allows students 
to shop for things they need, including cold weather 
gear, day to day clothes, school supplies and personal 
hygiene products, at no charge to them.  In prior 
conversations with the team, it was noted they needed 
cold weather gear and various sizes and the group was 
able to purchase 85 pieces of winter clothes to help 
curb the need in the district. 
 
The next meeting of the group will be Tuesday, 

January 10th at Knights of Columbus Hall, 5:45 

for socialization and 6:00 business 

meeting.  The agenda will include a post 

mortem for the Resource Room donations and 

planning goals and schedule for 2023.  All are 

welcome to join!  If you know anyone that is 

hesitant to join because the weekly meetings 

aren't a possibility for them, this is a great way 

to introduce them to the club.  
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Past Events 
Drop and Shop 

Submitted by Dawn Mariscal 

Photos by Jon Cline 

The 12th Annual Parent Holiday Drop & Shop was held on Saturday, December 3rd at the Community Education & 
Recretation Department.  Nintey nine children attended along with 43 student volunteers and 28 Optimist volunteers 
had a day of fun making memories.  
  
Thank you to Jason Husslein & Staff for making the day run smooth, Thank you to Don Eisenhauer of the Young 
Rembrandts Drawing Program and the Art Guild of Menomonee Falls for providing the children with many hands on 
activities to create masterpieces of art.  Thank you to Maggie Hangos from MFHS for recruiting the wonderful student 
volunteers.  Thank you to my awesome club members for doing everything you do to make my job so much easier.  Club 
members involved Jean Christian, Shannon & Vickie Dederich, Steve Fleming, Ann Freudenthal, Joy Fricke, Larry & 
Marcia Hebbring, Kathie Jensen, Meg Latus, Deb & Greg Mattson, Jenny O’Keefe, Chris O’Reilly, Gary & Laurie 
Pollpeter, Clara Scheckl, Kirsten Sperl, Joanne, Wanner, Stevie Mistele-Wildt, Linda Zylka, and club friends, Gloria 
Behr, Jim Dieter, Pamela Peter, & Melanie Smith. 
  
SAVE THE DATE – Saturday, December 2nd, 2023 for year 13!!! 
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Christmas Party Photos 
Photos by Jon Cline 
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Optimist Meetings 
Photos by Jon Cline 

North Middle School Girls Basketball 
 

Seventh grade basketball team 
and coach. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                  Eighth grade basketball team and coach. 
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Students of the Month 
 

 

 
 

(L to R) Madison Dake and Lucas Wieckowicz from Menomonee Falls High School 
Edwin Abili-Ebije and Poppy Jones from North Middle School 

Sarah Fischer from St. Mary Parish School 
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Executive Board Meeting Minutes 
Submitted by Mike Russell 

Date: December 20, 2022 
Attendees: Shannon Dederich, Michael Russell, John Yusko, Kim Wenzel, Dan Schwind, Fred Blanke, Barb Schmit, Scott 
Dreier, Dustin Koehler 
Absent: Stacie Estrada, Tom Ciskoski 
 
1. Meeting called to order at 7:02am 
 
2. Approval of December meeting agenda, any additions/corrections? 
A Motion was Made by Dan Schwind and Seconded by Barb Schmit to accept the 
December Meeting Agenda. The Motion was approved. 
 
3. Approval of November meeting minutes, any additions/corrections? 
A Motion was made by Dan Schwind and Seconded by Barb Schmit to accept the 
November Board Minutes.  The Motion was approved. 
 
4. Presentation of donation requests (approvals post presentations) 

a. Vicki Bell – MFHS Robotics Club: Vicki the Co-Advisor and (5) five students came on behalf of the MFHS Robotics 
Club came to request a donation of $5,000 to help support the students with the cost of parts for their 
Competition Robot, transportation to and from competitions and hospitality (food and beverages for planning 
meetings) Some parts from previous robots are reused fir future projects however some parts must be 
purchased or replaced. The cost of last year’s Robot in the Competition was $7,000 even reusing parts from 
previous robots The Club has 60 students.  After a brief discussion a Motion was made by Dan Schwind and 
Seconded by John Yusko to approve a donation in the amount of $3,000 for the MFHS Robotics Club. The 
Motion was approved. 

b. Kelly Francis – NMS Choir. Wisconsin Singers Kelly Francis and 1 student from NMS came on behalf of the NMS 
Choir to request a donation of $1200 to help cover the cost of transportation for the Wisconsin Singers to come 
and do a performance and workshops with the NMS Choir and Band. Jason C. explained how the workshops and 
performances that he has participated in the past in conjunction with this event have been very positive and 
beneficial for himself and other Band/Choir students at NMS.  There are currently (2) MF Grads in the Wisconsin 
Singers group this year. The Wisconsin Singers as well as members of the NMS Choir and Band will put on 
performance open to the community with the proceeds from performance being shared between the WI Singers 
and NMS Choir/Band. After a brief discussion a Motion was made by John Yusko and Seconded by Dan Schwind 
to approve a donation in the amount of $1,200 for the NMS Choir/Band for the Wisconsin Singers event. The 
Motion was approved. 

 
5. Presentation of budget approvals (approvals post presentations) 

a. Review of Scholarships request from November: The Board held further discussions on the Scholarship 
Committees funding request for $22,000 for Scholarships for this year.  Shannon asked Kim based on the current 
financial status of the Club would giving the requested amount cause the Club an undue financial burden if we 
approved the $22,000 request.  Kim stated that currently she did not see any undue financial burden that 
approving this request as presented. Further discussion was made regarding fundraising events that help 
provide funding for the Scholarships such as the Scholarship Golf Outing being tied to weather and with 
fundraising events no longer being held such as the Chili Dinner the Board would have to these factors into 
consideration and that future funding for Scholarships would have to be reviewed with the financial good of the 
Club in mind. John asked if the Club might want consider listing the Scholarships as a liability at the beginning of 
the year on the Club budget so that it is already figured into the available funds and then adjust accordingly 
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based on fundraising results, this idea was set aside for further discussion. A Motion was made by Fred Blanke 
and Seconded by: John Yusko to approve the $22,000 for Scholarships this year. The motion was approved 

b. Wobble Gobble Post Budget – Shannon presented the Wobble Gobble post event budget to the Board on behalf 

of Marcia. Items brought up during discussion were things that we had leaved from the most recent event and 

the way things will be done differently in future events not just this event.  The event was VERY successful and in 

keeping the Optimist Creed “We are forgetting the mistakes of the Past and moving on to the Greater 

achievements of the Future.”  

c. JOI Dues- Don Eisenhauer - Don was on hand to update the Board on the JOI Club at MFHS and request $320 

that is to be submitted to OI for the JOI Club. The current JOI advisor is Ali Leon and the Club has had a 

rebuilding year but they are currently up to 26 members.  The $320 amount requested breaks down as follows a 

$60 Club registration fee to OI and $260 ($10 per student) in dues for the student members of the Club also 

payable to OI.  Don brought up the idea of having the Co-Presidents of the JOI Club attend the Club Board 

meetings in order to update the Club on their current activities and request help from our Club or to pass on 

requests for help to the JOI Club from us.  It was agreed that this would be an excellent idea and Don will pass 

this on to Ali.  After a brief discussion a Motion was made by Mike Russell and Seconded by John Yusko to 

approve the $320 to OI for registration and dues for the JOI Club of MFHS.  The Motion was approved. 

d. Leaf Raking Post Budget funding match - John Yusko – John presented wrap up and post budget for this year’s 

Leaf Raking. We had (4) groups participate in the Leaf Raking and a total of $975 in donations was made from 

residents and the club then matches that amount ($975) for a total of $1950 to be split with the (4) groups by 

percentage based on how many youth participated in each group. John was here to request the Club match of 

$975 and once received he will be working with Kim to get the groups paid.  A Motion was made by Dan 

Schwind and Seconded by Barb Schmit to approve the $975 match to the Leaf Raking budget.  The Motion was 

approved. 

 
6. Presentation of Treasurer's report: Kim presented the Club financials and offered explanations for presented 
questions 

a. Notes on future of Treasurer’s report: Kim had mentioned that in the Bylaws it state that the Treasurer 
was supposed give an Annual Report of the Club’s financials to the General Membership and that to the 
best of anyone’s knowledge this had not been done recently however Kim will be restarting this. Kim will 
also present a Treasurers Report to the Club at the end of the fiscal year (September) and that a scaled 
down version of the Treasurers Report that is presented to the Board will be published in the monthly 
newsletters as well. 

b. Donation/Budget Requests: John Yusko presented drafts of new guidelines for Donation and Budget 
requests, the Board will review and consider these drafts at a future meeting.  

 
After a brief discussion A Motion was made by Barb Schmit and Seconded by Dan Schwind to accept the 
Treasures Report as presented.  The Motion was approved. 

 
7. Approvals of donation requests and budgets (See Agenda item 4 & 5 above for details) 
 
8. New Member Applications: None at this time 
 
9. Old Business 
 
10. New Business 
 

a. Membership goal: 15 New Member this year in honor of our 50th Year as an Optimist Club. 
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b. Committee Chair Meeting: Members of the Board will be reaching out to Committee chairs and discuss needs 
and concerns for their Committees. 

 
c. Optimist Institute: Shannon will send out info on how get connected to the Optimist Institute as this valuable 

resource is available to all Club members. 
d. Tri-Star Basketball: Tabled until January Meeting 
e. New Event Requests: Tabled until January Meeting 
f. 2023/2024 Board/Officer Nominations: Tabled until January Meeting 

 
11. Anything else for the good of the club 

a. Adopt a Highway: Tabled until January Meeting 
b. Prayer Volunteers  

 
12. Next meeting date January 17, 2023 
 
13. Adjournment: A Motion to adjourn the Board Meeting was made by Scott Dreier and Seconded by Dan Schwind. The 
Motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 8:32am 
 
 
 
 
 

January Birthdays 
 

 

1/6 Joanne Wanner 

1/7 Matt Hakes 

1/8 Jenn Dedrick 

1/8 Rog Rogers 

1/10 Joy Fricke 

1/22 Linda Zylka 

1/22 Fred Blanke 

1/23 Dawn Mariscal 

1/27 Sharon Ellis 
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This Month in Club History 
 

Jan. 31, 1998: A Silver Anniversary Celebration is held at North Hills Country Club. The club’s first 

president, Jon Neville (1973-74) and third president, Ed Vogt (1975-76) are present to reminisce 

about our early years. 

 

Gleaned from the 40 Year History Program - courtesy of Ed Schlumpf 

 

 

 

 

How to Publish Optimist News 
 

There are multiple venues for publishing Optimist news and events the community and to the 

Optimist members. It is important to get the word out so everyone is aware of the events we sponsor 

to benefit the youth of the community. Committee chairs are responsible for writing the articles and 

sending them via email to the people listed below:  

NEWSLETTER Jerry Mislang or Barb Schmit no later than the 27th of each month - jerry.mislang@prodigy.net or 
schmitbarb@gmail.com 

NEWSPAPERS Shannon Dederich three or more weeks prior to your event, as quickly as possible after an event 
- shannon.dederich@gmail.com 

 

FACEBOOK Cathy Sharkey or Dawn Mariscal - csharkey224@yahoo.com, dmariscal@wi.rr.com,  

WEBSITE Beth Saunders -  bethjsaunders@gmail.com 

  

mailto:jerry.mislang@prodigy.net
mailto:shannon.dederich@gmail.com
http://csharkey224@yahoo.com/
http://dmariscal@wi.rr.com/
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What is Social Media's Role in Trafficking Our Youth? 
 
January is National Anti-Human Trafficking Prevention Month.  Are you aware that trafficking of our youth from on-line 
sources has increased exponentially since the pandemic. Find out what to look for and join the St. James-Good Shepherd 
Anti-Human Trafficking Committee at the local libraries, Jan 24th in the Falls and Jan 26th in Sussex, to listen to Dawn 
Fielder as she helps us sort through the multitude of websites our children visit and how to protect them from 
predators.  

Dawn is the founder and director of "Join the Movement" in Walworth County. This movement was started in 2018 and 
has grown to incorporate many facets of work forces from health care to the prison, with training sessions and support. 
All because of her passion to protect our youth. 

Please share this information with others. 
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The Food Pantry is Looking for Board Members 
 

 

 

Are you interested in helping people with food insecurity?  Are you interested in helping to guide the future of the Falls 

Area Food Pantry?  We are looking for 5-7 people to join the food pantry board in February.  

We need people who can commit 5-10 hours per month to: 

• Actively participate in board meetings 
• Take an active role on one or more committees 
• Help us achieve our mission:  to gather and distribute nutritious food to residents in the greater Menomonee 

Falls area and to raise awareness of hunger in our community 
• Provide oversight and guidance to the Pantry staff and committees 

 

We are especially seeking people who have backgrounds in business, law, finance, marketing, technology, 

communication, and building/maintenance. 

If you have a passion for helping others and have skills or experience that would be useful to the Pantry, we’d love to 

hear from you!  To learn more, contact John Yusko at jyusko505@twc.com or visit our website fallsfoodpantry.org. 

  

mailto:jyusko505@twc.com
http://fallsfoodpantry.org/
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Falls Patio Players – On Golden Pond 
 

 


