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From the President… 
 
It looks like summer is finally here.  
July is a great month; the days are 
long and there are so many things to 
do that sometimes we overlook the 
simple things.  And that, my friends, 
leads to the goal for July. 

 
At least once this month, take time 
to take in both a sunrise and a 
sunset.  Pick the right place and the 
right companion, then sit back and 
enjoy Mother Nature’s show.   

 
I like to stand on a tee box at sunrise 
and watch it slowly illuminate the golf 
course.  In the evening, I sit on the 
eastern shore of a lake when the sun 
sets and watch how it changes the 
colors of both the lake and sky.  Of 
course, some hors devours and cold 
beverage always seems to add a little 
extra to the experience.   

 
So once or twice this month, take 
some time to sit back, reflect and 
thank God for of our many blessings 
while enjoying one of the many perks 
of summer.  Trust me, nothing is 
cheaper, relaxing and more beautiful 
than a sunrise and sunset.   

 

 
 
Have a great July and smile so 
much that your face hurts! 
 
Jerry Mislang 
 
Executive Board 
Meeting – June 16… 
 
The Board meets on the third 
Tuesday of the month, and please 
remember that Board meetings are 
open to all club members.   
 
We had a presentation from soccer 
players Jami Lessila, Maggie 
Griefenkamp, Brianna Bachman, MJ 
Lessila and Natalie Clayton. They 
asked for $750 to help offset costs 
fund a tailgate sendoff along with T-
shirts, tickets and busses for 
students wanting to attend the 
State Tournament Soccer game 
(total cost was $5,800).  The 
request was discussed and 
approved.   
 
We agreed to match last year’s 
$730 Optimist International 
Dime-a-Day program. 
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We also agreed to make supply 
popcorn for the CMH Wheeling for 
Healing fundraiser, same as last 
year.  
 
The donations for June totaled 
$1,480. 
 
We discussed several potential new 
fundraisers including a Casino 
Night, Horse Racing games, 
Rummage Sale, Harlem 
Ambassadors Basketball program 
and a Hunting EXPO.  All of them 
have plusses and minuses and need 
to be discussed in more detail with 
their sponsors.   
 
Once again it was another very 
productive meeting. Thank you 
Executive Board members for your 
time and talent. 
 
Jerry Mislang 
 
Welcome New Members! 
 
Welcome Tracey and Michael Wilson 
sponsored by Lynette Shepherd! 
 

New member who have not yet 
been sworn in will have their 
ceremony at the night meeting on 
July 29th.  Watch for an email 
reminder. 
 
THANK YOU!!! 
 
The 2015 July 3rd parade is now 
history, but what a night it was for 
all involved. We have spoken to 
many people who watched the 
parade and they felt this was one of 
the best they have seen. The 
weather was perfect! The units 

were enjoyed by all.  We sold out of 
over 1000 bags of cotton candy and 
over 600 boxes of popcorn. The 
Bucket Brigade did an outstanding 
job. All the numbers have not been 
crunched yet but we are quite 
certain the club made a small profit 
this year. 

This is only possible because of all 
the people that stepped forward to 
help out.  It takes over 100 
volunteers to make the parade a 
success, which is too many to list 
here.  Words can't express our 
appreciation to all who helped this 
year. The parade committee had a 
new co-chairperson in Steve 
Fleming this year.  And he along 
with veteran parade co-chair Charlie 
Keller did an outstanding job of 
getting all the units and doing all 
the behind the scene things that are 
necessary. Many non-members 
joined the fun and made and sold 
cotton candy and popcorn.  

Thanks to everyone who helped 
out.  We already have a list of 
volunteers who are signed up for 
July 3, 2016 to do it all again. Let 
us know if we should add your 
name to this list. 

The Parade Leadership Team 
 
P.S. And…the photo below came to 
the newsletter offices via e-mail, 
with the subject line reading: 
“Greatest Parade Director ever.” 
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OI Junior Golf 
Qualifier… 
 
The OI Junior Golf Qualifier took 
place on Monday June 22nd at 
Brown Deer Golf Course in 
Milwaukee.  Although this course 
was the former home of the GMO 
(later known as the US Bank 
Classic), the Junior Golfers made 
playing this course look easy.  Low 
score for the day was 73 while the 
high score was 115 out of 34 
golfers ages 10-18.  Of the 13 
qualifying spots given to our 
tournament from Optimist 
International, we were able to 
qualify 8 golfers to go to the 
International tournament that will 
be held in late July at PGA National 
in Palm Beach Garden, FL.  This 
tournament last year had 31 
countries represented, so it truly is 
an international tournament.  Good 
luck to the golfers that qualified and 
it will be fun to hear how they 
played and of their experiences at 
the tournament.  My thanks go out 
to my co-chair Tom Carls for 
helping to set up and run the 
tournament, along with the 
following volunteers from our club:  

Marcia Hebbring, Barb Schmit, Larry 
Hebbring, Larry Barbera, Charlie 
Keller, Bill Hathaway, and Jerry 
Mislang.  Without your help, it 
would be hard to pull off this 
tournament.  Thanks to those 
volunteers that sat through a 2 
hour rain delay that day, so we 
could get the full outing in.  Who 
would have thought as the rain 
poured and the winds whipped, that 
by the end of the day it would be 
sunny and beautiful outside.  As 
they say in Wisconsin – if you don’t 
like the weather, wait a few hours – 
which we did and it all worked out. 
 
Todd Paulus 
 
Falls Fest Popcorn 
Wagon… 
 
Reminder…Falls Fest is July 19-26, 
and our Popcorn Wagon will be on 
duty again. 
 
Attached to this e-mail is a 
spreadsheet that shows who has 
volunteered to work the wagon, and 
the time slots remaining that need 
to be covered. This is an invitation 
for signing up to help at the wagon 
(Terry Fitzsimmons 414-587-
93222) or Jess's Place (Todd Paulus 
262-502-1332). At any rate, make 
sure you stop by for a beverage and 
a bag or two of delicious popcorn. 
 
Terry Fitzsimmons 
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Popcorn Wagon in High 
Gear… 
 

Here are the results of the first 5 
weeks at the wagon.  That would be 
as follows: 
  
Tom Dueppen = $468 (bad weather 
and people didn’t know we were 
open yet but a solid start) 
 

Tex Reiter = $701 (a great week 
and a lot fun times at the wagon, a 
lot of people, me included, owe Tex 
a thank you for the beer) 
 
Kathy Matthiessen = $646 (didn’t 
bring as much beer as Tex, but a 
very good week with some weather 
woes holding down a couple nights) 
Schools = $2004 (what can you say 
– they have connections) 
 

Meg Latus = $881 (a team that 
always makes a big extra effort to 
connect with people and it paid off 
again) 
  
Members Tom Ciskoski and Greg 
Mattson have offered the following 
challenge:  Greg and Tom would 
offer up $100 towards a night of 
refreshments for the team that sells 
the most popcorn during their 
week. (Excluding Schools 
Week!)  Looks like Meg’s team 
would be collecting at this point, 
but still many weeks to go including 
their own! 
 

At this point the $881 by Meg Latus 
is the number to beat. Time to fire 
up your teams to give her a run for 
her money. 
 
Larry Podolske 
 

July 
Meetings/Speakers… 
 
1st—Final parade preparations 
8th—Chad DeLuca - Boy Scouts 
15th—Ham Radio Operators 
(maybe) 
22nd—Patio Players 
29th—Night meeting at Trysting 
Place, with Mike Barney, the 
Miller/Coors chemist; New Member 
Induction Ceremony 
 
 
 
Distinguished Young 
Women… 
 
Distinguished Young Woman of 
Menomonee Falls, Ritika Punathil, is 
busy preparing for the state 
competition on August 1st.  She has 
been studying current events, 
working on her pushups, and 
soliciting donations to support the 
state program.  At the moment she 
is off to Panama on a service trip.  
Ritika will stay with a host family for 
a week prior to a program during 
which time the 2016 participants 
will rehearse, make public 
appearances and participate in 
service projects. 
 
Thanks to all the Optimist Club 
members who sponsored a “Best 
Wish” for Ritika!  We raised $117 
and will have a long list of Ritika 
fans in the program book.  Our club 
also places a ½ page ad in the 
program book.  Ritika has said 
many times how thankful she is to 
have an Optimist club in her 
community. 
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Stay tuned to the club’s Facebook 
page for news and updates from 
state week.  Good luck Ritika!! 
 

 
 
2015-16 Annual 
Membership Dues…. 
 

Invoices for membership dues for 
the 2015-16 year will be ready for 
distribution on Wednesday, July 15, 
2015.  The due date to receive 
your payment is September 1, 
2015.  The dues structure remains 
the same for the upcoming year.   
 

Fees  
 
Member:  $90 
 
Couple:  $160 
 
Life Member: $60 
(Life Member = Past Presidents 
before 2001 who were eligible.) 
 
Life Member & Spouse: $140 

 

As you can imagine, collecting dues 
from 201 members is a huge job for 
the treasurer and the membership 
committee.  We must have our 
roster set with Optimist 
International by October 1, 
2015.  It is critical that we have an 
accurate roster by that date as our 
club is charged quarterly dues at 
that time. 
 

Optimist International collects 
$62.37 annually per regular 
member.  The bulk of that is used 
to provide liability insurance 
coverage for our club. Other 
expenses include payroll for the OI 
staff, travel for the OI President and 
Board of Directors, and the Optimist 
magazine. 
 
If, for any reason, you do not wish 
to or are unable to continue your 
membership with the club please 
let me know.  While we are sorry to 
see anyone leave we also 
understand that things change in 
your life.  We just need to know one 
way or the other so that our roster 
is as accurate as possible. 
 

If there are financial reasons that 
make it difficult to pay your dues 
please see me make arrangements 
for payment. 
 

Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation! 
 

Cathy Sharkey 
Membership Committee 
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Optimist Birthdays 
  

July  
3-Jul Mike McDonald 
4-Jul Karen Nelson 
5-Jul Karen Daanen 
5-Jul Tom Wagner 

12-Jul Michael Wilson 
13-Jul Monte Raymond 
18-Jul Joe Ludan 
19-Jul Larry Barbera 
22-Jul Pat Greco 
28-Jul Jenny O'Keefe 
28-Jul Christine Standlee 
31-Jul Linda Kons 
31-Jul Ed Schlumpf 

  
August  

6-Aug Jason Goetze 
6-Aug Walt Wyczawski 
7-Aug Terry Fitzsimmons 
8-Aug Cory Kleeba 

10-Aug Barb Price 
10-Aug Scott Krause 
12-Aug Barb Schmit 
15-Aug Linda Christman 
15-Aug Randy Newman 
15-Aug Terry Thomas 
15-Aug Diane Matuszak 
16-Aug Don McInnes 
17-Aug Janet Perry 
19-Aug Nick Barbera 
19-Aug Kathy Mattheissen 
20-Aug Deborah Mattson 
26-Aug Jeff Steliga 

 
New Marcus Center 
Season… 
 

The 2015 and 2016 Season for the 
Broadway Shows at the Marcus 
Center for the PAC is out, and a 
copy of that schedule is attached. 
 

Once again our club member and 
ticket sales director for the PAC, 
John Barnes has reserved Orchestra 
seats for all the shows and the price 
is listed.   Make a copy of those two 
sheets and keep them for safe 
keeping.   This is becoming a very 
popular event for the Falls Optimist 
and their friends.   In most cases 
we get a special price.   
 

Make your reservations early.  
REMEMBER YOU CAN CALL JOHN 
BARNES OR KERI-AYN HOUGH 
DIRECTLY.  That is a super bonus.  
You don’t want to miss Wicked—
Newsies—Cabaret—or any other 
shows.  Something for everyone!    
 
Otto Optimist… 
 
Great truths about growing old: 
 
Growing old is mandatory; growing 
up is optional. 
 
You’re getting old when you get the 
same sensation from a rocking chair 
that you once got from a roller 
coaster. 
 
One of life’s mysteries is how a two-
pound box of candy can make a 
person gain five pounds. 
 
Time may be a great healer, but it’s 
also a lousy beautician. 
 
Age doesn’t always bring wisdom. 
Sometimes age comes alone. 
 
Inside some of us is a thin person 
struggling to get out, but they can 
usually be sedated with a few 
pieces of chocolate cake. 
 



Instructions for ordering:
1) Go to: www.marcuscenter.org/mcaccess
2) Create your Login using your Group Code:

optimisttickets
3) Order your tickets at substantial discounts!

Please contact 
John Barnes or Keri Hough at:

414-273-7121
for more information.

Attention All Optimists!
Limited number of Orchestra seats reserved!

Don’t miss the fun - GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
Bringing you the BEST of Broadway!

Uihlein Hall at the Marcus Center - Downtown Milwaukee 

Dirty Dancing - Thursday, OCTOBER 8, 2015 at 7:30pm  $58
Seen by millions across the globe, this worldwide smash hit features the 
hit songs “Hungry Eyes,” “Hey Baby,” “Do You Love Me?” and the heart-
stopping “(I’ve Had) The Time Of My Life.” London’s Sunday Express 
says, “This crowd-pleasing stage adaptation hits the jackpot!”

It’s the summer of 1963, and 17-year-old Frances “Baby” Houseman is on 
vacation in New York’s Catskill Mountains with her older sister and par-
ents. Baby discovers her own entertainment when she stumbles upon the 
staff quarters where an all-night dance party is in full swing. Mesmerized 
by the raunchy dance moves and the pounding rhythms, Baby can’t wait 
to be part of the scene, especially when she catches sight of Johnny Castle 
the resort dance instructor.

WICKED - Friday, November 13, 2015 at 8:00pm $99
Back by “popular” demand.  Variety calls WICKED “a cultural 
phenomenon,” and it continues to break box office records across 
North America. Winner of over 100 international awards, including a 
Grammy and three Tony Awards, WICKED is “Broadway’s biggest 
blockbuster” (The New York Times).

Long before that girl from Kansas arrives in Munchkinland, two 
girls meet in the land of Oz. One - born with emerald green skin - is 
smart, fiery and misunderstood. The other is beautiful, ambitious and 
very popular. How these two grow to become the Wicked Witch of 
the West and Glinda the Good makes for “the most complete - and 
completely satisfying - musical in a long time” (USA Today).

Newsies - Friday, January 8, 2016 at 8:00pm $88
They delivered the papers, until they made the headlines…Direct 
from Broadway comes NEWSIES, the smash-hit, crowd-pleasing 
new musical from Disney. Winner of the 2012 Tony Awards® for 
Best Score and Best Choreography, NEWSIES has audiences and 
critics alike calling it “A MUSICAL WORTH SINGING ABOUT!” 
(The New York Times). Filled with one heart-pounding number 
after another, it’s a high-energy explosion of song and dance you 
just don’t want to miss.

Based on true events, NEWSIES tells the captivating story of a band 
of underdogs who become unlikely heroes when they stand up to the 
most powerful men in New York. It’s a rousing tale about fighting 
for what’s right…and staying true to who you are.



Instructions for ordering:
1) Go to: www.marcuscenter.org/mcaccess
2) Create your Login using your Group Code:

optimisttickets
3) Order your tickets at substantial discounts!

Please contact 
John Barnes or Keri Hough at:

414-273-7121
for more information.

Cabaret - Friday, February 26, 2016 at 8:00pm $71.70
Welcome to the infamous Kit Kat Klub, where the Emcee, Sally Bowles and a 
raucous ensemble take the stage nightly to tantalize the crowd––and to leave 
their troubles outside. But as life in pre-WWII Germany grows more and more 
uncertain, will the decadent allure of Berlin nightlife be enough to get them 
through their dangerous times?

Come hear some of the most memorable songs in theatre history, including 
“Cabaret,” “Willkommen” and “Maybe This Time.” Leave your troubles out-
side – life is beautiful at CABARET, JOHN KANDER, FRED EBB and JOE 
MASTEROFF’s Tony-winning musical about following your heart while the 
world loses its way.

Attention All Optimists!
Limited number of Orchestra seats reserved!

Don’t miss the fun - GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
Bringing you the BEST of Broadway!

Uihlein Hall at the Marcus Center - Downtown Milwaukee 
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ONCE - Friday, April 8, 2016 at 8:00pm $75.80
Winner of 8 2012 Tony Awards including Best Musical and the 2013 Grammy 
Award for “Best Musical Theater Album”, ONCE is a truly original Broadway 
experience. Featuring an impressive ensemble of actor/musicians who play 
their own instruments onstage, ONCE tells the enchanting tale of a Dublin 
street musician who’s about to give up on his dream when a beautiful young 
woman takes a sudden interest in his haunting love songs. As the chemistry 
between them grows, his music soars to powerful new heights... but their un-
likely connection turns out to be deeper and more complex than your everyday 
romance. Emotionally captivating and theatrically breathtaking, ONCE draws 
you in from the very first note and never lets go. It’s an unforgettable story 
about going for your dreams... not living in fear... and the power of music to 
connect all of us.

Kinky Boots - Thursday, June 2, 2016 at 7:30pm $71.70
KINKY BOOTS is Broadway’s huge-hearted, high-heeled hit! With songs by 
Grammy® and Tony® winning pop icon Cyndi Lauper, this joyous musical 
celebration is about the friendships we discover, and the belief that you can 
change the world when you change your mind. Inspired by true events, KINKY 
BOOTS takes you from a gentlemen’s shoe factory in Northampton to the 
glamorous catwalks of Milan.

Charlie Price is struggling to live up to his father’s expectations and continue 
the family business of Price & Sons. With the factory’s future hanging in the 
balance, help arrives in the unlikely but spectacular form of Lola, a fabulous 
performer in need of some sturdy new stilettos.



OPTIMIST POPCORN WAGON  FOR  JULY 19‐26 

SUNDAY 7‐19
TIME NAME PHONE E‐MAIL
6:30‐9 pm JEFF STELIGA 262‐853‐1114 jsteliga@wi.rr.com

MONDAY  7‐20
TIME NAME PHONE E‐MAIL
6:30‐9 pm GREG GOSS 262‐331‐4843 gsgoss@sbcglobal.net

TUESDAY 7‐21
TIME PHONE E‐MAIL
6:30‐9 pm TOM WALKNER 414‐534‐2735 twalkner@wi.rr.com

Wednesday 7‐22
TIME NAME PHONE E‐MAIL
6:30‐8:30pm DON GALLE 414‐915‐3526 dgolly@aol.com
 8:30:00 PM CORY TO DELIVER WAGON TO FALLS FEST xxxxx

FALLS FEST POPCORN WAGON SIGN UP

THURSDAY JULY 23
TIME NAME PHONE E‐MAIL
5‐8 pm WALT WYCZAWSKI 262‐251‐4479 wyczwalt@gmail.com
5‐8pm SCOTT BYINGTON 414‐339‐3700 jscottb123@hotmail.com

8‐11pm TOM RUTLEDGE 414‐331‐1394 tomjrutledge@gmail.com

8‐11pm TONY BAWIEC 414‐659‐5651 tonybawiec@yahoo.com
8‐11pm TERRY FRISK 414‐587‐5999 terry.frisk@mastergraphics.com

FRIDAY JULY 24
TIME NAME PHONE E‐MAIL
5‐8 pm CAROL  SCHULTEIS 262‐255‐748 carolschulteis@sbcglobal.net
5‐8pm JOHN YUSKO 262‐255‐748 carolschulteis@sbcglobal.net

8‐11pm TED KLUMB 262‐389‐0945 ted@tedklumb.com

8‐11pm
8‐11pm



SATURDAY JULY 25
TIME PHONE E‐MAIL
12‐3 pm
3‐6PM
3‐6PM KATHY MATTHIESSEN 414‐217‐2745 kathyalan2000@att.net
6‐8:30PM JOAN WANNER 262‐224‐8992 fjwanner@gmail.com
6‐8:30PM
8:30‐11PM
8:30‐11Ppm Tammy Pinter 262‐305‐8992 rbbait@sbcglobal.net
8:30‐11pm Bobby Pinter 262‐224‐8992 rbbait@sbcglobal.net
SUNDAY JULY 26
TIME NAME PHONE E‐MAIL
12‐3 pm
3‐6PM
3‐6PM
6‐8:30PM
6‐8:30PM
8:30‐10PM LARRY PODOWSKI
8:30‐10PM CHARLIE KELLER

CORY TO PICK UP  WAGON AT FALLS FEST
ANY PROBLEMS CALL TERRY 414‐587‐9322



 
Join us for a fun Day at Miller Park! 

Saturday, August 15th  
Brewers take on the Phillies – 6:10PM 

( 
Ticket Package includes Delicious Tailgate 
Party at 4:30, Seat to the Game, & Concert by 
the “Goo Goo Dolls” after the Game; Along 
with a Brewers’ gift & Entrance into a Super 
Prize Drawing! 
                                      
New This Year – 

Your choice of ticket location: Loge or Terrace seating 
Discount Price available thru July 19th  
$28 for the terrace box seat Package (we have sat here in the past) 

      or 
$50 for the Loge seat Package-(loge section is closer 
to the field).   
 
**All attendees will be treated to a concert after the game by the Goo Goo Dolls--
-you retain your same seat location for the concert! 
 

 
           -                

(parking is not included-but can be purchased for you-General or Disabled is $11 /             
or Preferred is $16). 

Call 262 620-1588 or email eventplanner2000@hotmail.com to sign up!   
*Mail your check to: Jo’El Pearlman  528 76th   Franksville, WI 53126  

*Everyone is Welcome to attend! Bring your family, invite your friends!   

ADA Wheelchair & companion seating is also available 

Include an extra $2 per ticket to your 
payment & it will be donated to the 
Childhood Cancer Campaign. You 
will receive a special thank you during 
the game 


